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LIVESTOCK FARMERS 
Partners of the Group regarding animal welfare

BREEDING OF RUMINANTS: 
Cattle and sheep

A HEALTHY DIET

Animals are fed a healthy diet in accordance with their physiological 
needs (age, species) and they can drink at will. The feed is essentially 
based on grazed or forage grass with cereal supplements. The ration is 
mostly composed of natural raw materials.

Feed which is not grown on the farm is mostly French or regionally 
produced. 

GMO use is monitored and traced and is forbidden in cases of certified 
breeding. 

Reminder: growing GMO plants is forbidden in France. 

SUITABLE ACCOMMODATION 

The French animal breeding method is essentially in a “grass-woodland” 
environment, respecting the natural cycle of animals and is organised 
around 2 periods:

•  The summer season, on grazing land, where they have sufficient room 
and man-made or natural shelters to be protected from bad weather. 

• The winter period, in barns, to guarantee optimum comfort.  
• More than 95% of the cows have access to the outdoors.

Livestock farmers ensure the right environmental and comfort conditions 
adapted to the physiological needs of the animals:  

• Well insulated, ventilated and properly lit buildings.
• Sufficiently spacious surroundings for roaming around and sleeping.
•  Regular upgrading to standards of buildings and layouts consistent 

with the respect of animal welfare. 

95% 
of adult ruminants have 

straw-filled areas 
• More comfort  
for the animals

• Recycling of matter:  
straw produced  

on the farm

60
Cows

• ⇨ or 100 animals with calves,  
heifers and bulls.

• ⇨ Small, family-run model

The average size  
of a cattle farm  

in France is: 

+90% 
of the feed  

is grown  
on the farm
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HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

Livestock farmers use all the means necessary to keep animals in a 
healthy condition compatible with their welfare:

• A health booklet is used to record any treatments and monitor the health 
state of the animals. 

•  Animals being medically treated by veterinarians may, in no case, enter 
our processing plants. They are obliged to respect a waiting period 
regulated and checked by the veterinarians. 

•  Through the national “Ecoantibio” plan, livestock farmers and veterinarians 
commit to reduce the use of antibiotics.   

The BIGARD Group ensures this regulation is respected by carrying out 
analyses to detect medication residues on food products.

ANIMAL WELFARE AUDITS

Systems to assess farm animal welfare are voluntarily implemented by 
the BIGARD Group and its partners.

AN INTERPROFESSIONAL CHARTER OF GOOD 
BREEDING PRACTICES
•  80% of the cattle in the BIGARD Group come from farms which are 

members of the Charter of Good Breeding Practices.

•  100% of labelled breeding farms (Label Rouge “red label”...) are members 
of the Charter.

between 2011 and 2016
(source: ANSES-ANMV)

24% 
The use of antibiotics 
in cattle breeding has 

decreased by 

In France, animals  
are less exposed to 

antibiotics than they are  
in Europe on average.

1000 
audits are done in breeding 

farms by the BIGARD 
Group each year to 

guarantee that animal 
welfare is respected

First-time quality 
approach within 

breeding farms which 
highlights modern and 
responsible practices, 
and meets consumer 

expectations.

1 • Animal traceability 

2 • Healthy herds

3 • Animal nutrition 

4 • Milk quality

5 • Animal welfare and safety

6 • Protection of the environment

THIS CHARTER FOCUSES ON 6 COURSES OF 
ACTION WHICH GUARANTEE A BREEDING METHOD 
CONSISTENT WITH THE WELFARE OF ANIMALS: 
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PIG  
BREEDING 

A RESPECTED LIFE CYCLE

The life cycle of pigs is about 6 months.   

As opposed to some of our European neighbours, French breeding farms 
belong to the livestock farmers and not to private companies.

A HEALTHY DIET

•  Pigs are fed suited meals for their age and for their individual needs: 
piglets, pigs, sows.

•  The food is mainly composed of raw materials: cereals, oilseed proteins, 
vitamins and minerals.

When purchased from outside the farm, the feed is supplied by 
specialised companies which compose feed rations using carefully 
chosen raw materials. 

1/3 
of livestock farmers grow 
their own cereal (wheat, 

barley, corn, triticale)  
and produce the feed for 

their pigs at the farm

190
Sows
• Family-run farm

The average size  
of a pig breeding farm  

in France is:

LIVESTOCK FARMERS 
Partners of the Group regarding animal welfare
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Suckling Post weaning Fattening phase

Solid foods

Month 1 Months 1 - 3 Months 3 - 6



SUITABLE ACCOMMODATION

Pigs are highly sensitive to temperature changes:

•  Accommodation in buildings allows livestock farmers to set the 
temperature (heating in the winter and air-conditioning in the summer) 
to provide maximum comfort to the animal.

•  When outside, livestock farmers build shelters to protect the animals 
from bad weather and the sun. 

The buildings are designed to prevent animals from being stressed. 

Livestock farmers respect the natural behaviour of pigs, regardless of 
their breeding method:

•  Breeding in groups to respect the social behaviour of pigs.

•  Availability of moveable objects and equipment (suspended chain…).

Livestock farmers are given tools to assess the efficiency of their breeding 
farm with regard to animal welfare.

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

Livestock farmers do their best to guarantee the good health of their animals:

•  Implementation of preventive actions to avoid diseases from appearing: 
balanced diets, suitable accommodation, isolation of sick animals, 
regular care...

•  Regular check-ups of pig population by a veterinarian.

When antibiotics are necessary, they are used carefully and monitored 
by a veterinarian.

between 2011 and 2016 
(Source: ANSES-ANMV)

41% 
In France, the use  

of antibiotics in pig  
breeding has  
decreased by
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TRANSPORTING 
LIVE ANIMALS 
A crucial step in the animal welfare program

The Group sites

Today, the BIGARD Group covers the whole of France, with abattoirs in the heart of large breeding areas and closer 
to its customers and consumers.   
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Beef sector

Pork sector

Sheep sector

Veal sector



This geographical coverage enables for better and much shorter 
transport time for the animals.

The transport trucks must have an official State approval.  The trucks 
are suited to the various animal categories transported, ensuring, 
for example, their social interaction and the isolation of any males or 
animals with horns. 

As for the drivers, they must have a «CCTROV» – Certificate of 
Competence in the Transport of Animals by Road as well as be regularly 
familiarized with the specificities of their job. 

Upon arriving in our processing plants, the cattlemen, pig-keepers and 
shepherds systematically check that animal welfare was respected 
throughout the transport, notably checking that the BIGARD requirements 
and specifications are respected with regard to the procurement of 
live animals. 

They most specifically monitor the animal transport time which 
constitutes a strategic indicator of our animal welfare policy. 

The result of these inspections as well as other indicators such as 
the meat pH, or the absence of visible injuries or bruises, enables 
routine assessments of the drivers and our suppliers regarding animal 
protection.
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WELCOMING  
THE ANIMALS 
in our processing plants

THE UNLOADING PHASE

The unloading docks are designed and equipped to facilitate the unloading 
of the animals calmly, respecting their welfare. There is a gentle slope, 
a non-slip ramp and lighting to encourage a spontaneous movement of 
the animals.

The operators check all the animals’ state of health and welfare.

If an anomaly is detected, the animal is immediately tended to and subjected 
to an extensive inspection supervised by the Official Veterinary Services, 
permanently present on each of our sites, as well as by the site Animal 
Welfare Officer (AWO).   

ACCOMMODATION

The waiting areas are comfortable, and the animals have enough room 
to lie down and play around freely with each other.

The waiting areas are designed to protect the animals from extreme 
temperatures and guaranteeing a stable and appropriate temperature.

Their surroundings (noise, light, smells) are monitored and managed for 
optimum animal comfort. 

The animals are placed according to their natural behaviour and category 
(accommodation in a holding-pen or an individual stall depending on the 
situation).  

The cattlemen provide any care necessary for animal welfare: 

•  They ensure animals have access to clean drinking water at all times 
and in sufficient quantity.

•  They feed the animals if there is a long wait in the enclosed area.  

•  They clean the stalls whenever needed and regularly check the 
state of health and welfare of the animals.  

•  If they detect the slightest anomaly, they immediately contact the 
AWO (who can always be reached) so the appropriate measures are 
taken to protect the animal.  

The BIGARD operators 
immediately and 

systematically alert the 
veterinary service and/or 
an AWO in the event of an 

anomaly with regard to the 
welfare of the animals

The BIGARD operators  
are specifically trained  

to be attentive to the 
comfort and behaviour  

of the animals.  
They provide them  

with regular care

The Group’s  
Animal Welfare 
Program aims  

to reduce the waiting 
time within 

 the enclosed areas
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MAN/ANIMAL RELATIONSHIP  
WITHIN OUR STRUCTURES 

Our staff always respects the rules of good practices when handling the 
animals. The operators are trained to adopt the appropriate attitude and 
know exactly how to adapt their behaviour to the way animals perceive 
their environment. 

For example, they know the specific way they should proceed around 
animals to make them move forward without causing any stress or pain.

DESENSITIZATION

The animals are stunned before being slaughtered. This operation aims 
to make the animals immediately impervious and unconscious. 

To stun the animals, operators use special equipment allowing to create 
a state of unconsciousness through a total loss of brain responsiveness. 

The operators are specially trained for the usage and maintenance of this 
equipment.

 The operators systematically check that the animal is properly desensitized 
by using scientifically proven wakefulness indicators. 

The AWOs undertake regular checks for stunning effectiveness to ensure 
this essential step is well mastered. 

Patience, restraint, 
empathy and self-control 
are the qualities required  
by all BIGARD cattlemen, 

pig-keepers and shepherds
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The training for accreditation concerns all the company operators in contact 
with live animals. This training is:

-  Regulated: the training procedures are regulated. The training duration is 
a minimum of 7 hours to which are added 3 and a half hours per additional 
species. 

-  Assessed: at the end of the training, operators validate their acquired 
knowledge via an official computer-based test. Once all the requirements 
are met (training and passed test), the operator is entitled to the official 
certificate of competence, valid for 5 years and obligatory to practice a job 
dealing with live animals in an abattoir. 

-  Regular: it is renewed for all staff members every 5 years at most. At Bigard, 
between each certificate renewal, operators can follow various in-house 
training programs, either in a classroom or on the field, in order to complete 
the necessary trainings.

 -  Theory & Practice: Theoretical training is supplemented by practical fieldwork 
guidance and support for all new operators.

GOVERNANCE AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Over 90 AWOs ensure the proper enforcement of animal protection regulations 
on a daily basis. They report any potential difficulties they may encounter to 
their management and to the quality department. Their role and assignments 
are defined in the good practices guide for animal protection in abattoirs and 
written down in the AWO BIGARD job description.

TRAINING  
OF STAFF 
 in contact with the animals

The BIGARD training 
programs were created  

with the help of an 
ethologist (animal 

behaviour specialist)

The BIGARD Group offers 
guidance on the field for  

all new operators in contact 
with animals

The BIGARD Group has its 
own training organisation: 
the EMB (BIGARD Trade 

School), endorsed by  
the authorities to conduct 

these training courses
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Continuous monitoring by the Official Veterinary Services: they are independent and permanently ensure the 
regulations are respected in each of the Group’s abattoir. No animal is stunned without having been inspected 
beforehand. 
 
The Animal Welfare Officers, present on each of our abattoirs (between 2 and 6 per abattoir), carry out regular 
checks ensuring that all the rules of good practices are respected at each stage of the process (from the unloading 
to the stunning). They use a Group-standardised self-monitoring check-list following a scientifically proven sampling 
method.  

The Quality Department centralises and supervises the follow-up of performance indicators in order to guide the 
“animal welfare” strategy and to thus guarantee its application on a daily basis. It also undertakes unannounced 
animal welfare audits.  

Unannounced third-party audits are voluntary actions initiated by the BIGARD Group in 2016. The aim is that an 
“animal welfare” audit be carried out within each abattoir of the Group by external and independent veterinarians or 
ethologists, both experts in abattoir animal protection.
These unannounced audits last at least a half-day per species and cover the entire process and associated 
documentation (nearly 200 check points). This assessment helps guide the sites in their approach for continuous 
improvement, proposing them recognised expertise and functional ideas for advancement. 

ANIMAL  
WELFARE 
PROGRAM

A continuously monitored

The performance indicators  
of the Animal Welfare Program :
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100%

100% 92%2 
Veterinarians

+ 1000 + 90
of operators in contact with 
live animals have an official 

competence certificate issued 
after a training

of the BIGARD Group  
abattoirs audited  

without prior notice by  
an independent third party

Average grade obtained  
by the BIGARD Group  
during the 2018 audits

in the BIGARD  
Quality Department 

operators trained and qualified  
by the Bigard Trade School  

since its accreditation

AWOs in the BIGARD Group 
(at least 2 per site)
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